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What enn one dooat o ball
bas reaclind the nge when it wonild bae |
foullsh (o danee? Why, 1 lelieve that |
Lady Mowbhray pnd her duughter sre l
po! remulolug loug In Kronbirg.™

At lant shie was able to Judge that
ahe had glven the chaneellor o few uue |
ensy motments, for hils eyes hrlghtened
visthly with rellef. “AL be returoed, |
*then they are going out of Rhaetin?" |

“Not exactly that” sald the buroness
slowly, pleasantly and distinetly. 1
benr that they've been asked to the
countey to visit one of his mejesty's
oldest friends ™ .

Leopold was not supposed to care for
danciog, though he dunced s It was
his pride to do all things - well. Cer
taloly there was often a perfunctori
ness about his manner in & balirooul,
#n suggestion of the soldler on duty in
bis unsmiling face aond his readiness

Wit wnbiar

dance was over

Put tonlght a new Leopold moved to
the musle. A girl's white arm on his
—that slender arm which had been
quick and frm us & man's ju his de
feune—the perfume of a girl's halr
and the gold gilnts upon It, the shadow
of a giri's dark [ashes and the light o
A palr of gray eyes when they were
1ifted, the beating of a girl's heart neur
him, the sprivgtime grace of a girl's
sweel youth In (ta contrast with the
voluptuous summer of HRhsetlan 1y jes
of beauty, the warm rose that spread |
upward from a girl's childiike dlmpies
to the woinanly arch of her hrows all
these charws and more which rendered
one girl & hundred tiines adorable took
(diold of blm and made hlm pot an e
peror, Lut o man, soarmonsd

When the music ceased he fancled |
for an lostant that some accldeut hind
befallen the mosicians. Then when he
realized that the end of the dance had
cotne o It due time he reruembersd
with pleasure 4 rule of bis court estil
MHebied lu the (days of those who had
bien before him.  After each dance an
futerval of ten minutes was allowed
before the lwginning of another  Ten
minutes are not wuch to & man who
das thiogs to say which could bardly

Bl B vittersd e woould stamd to his
Eunus

1 enn
thunk you for slways’

If Viegtota hud bhad thne to think
she might have preparsd some pretty
answer; bt there belng no thoe, hier
response came, ns his guestion hed
feom the heart, 1 couldu't help doing
[ A |

“You couldn't belp risking your life |
to”—  He dared not fuish |

“It was to save Nor was there |
Any end for her sentence |

Theu perhups It wins pot strange that
he forgot certaln restrictions which a
royal mun In conversing with a com
moner s ot sapposed to forget II]
fact, he forgot that he was roynl or |
that stie was not, and hils volee grov
vnsteady, his tone eager. am If he hiol '
been some poor subaltern with the gl
of his first love

“here’'s something | must  show
you,” be sald. Opealug a button of the
miltitary coat blazing with jewels and
orderms, he drew out w loop of thin gold
el AU the emi dangled & mall |

the thinge 1T shall bave (o

| Instend of deserving your friendship,

bright thing that Gaslied under a star |

of elwtrie light

“My ring!” Lreathesd Virginia |

Thus died the emperors Intention to
Iguore the day that bud been thelrs to
guther

“Your ring' You sgave It to
Me kept It e will always keep it
Huve | surptissd you v

Vieginla felt It would e best to sny
“Yor," But instead she answered “No"”
for pretty white filw catinot b told
under such & ook in 8 man's eyes by
& girl who loves him

I have not When did you guess the
truth- yesteniuy or'-

“At Allebelligen ™

Sllence (o1l for & minuts, while Loo-
pold digestesd the answer and It full
meaning, He remembered the bread
and bam. the cow he eould not milk,
the ruckencks be bhad enrried. He re-
mem bered everythiog sod leoghed

*You knew at Allebelligen? Not on
the mountaln when

“Yeu, | guessod aven then, | confess,
Ob, | dou't mean that [ went there ex-
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reachodd that part of lioess
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“Halt his kinglom ™ Yes, e wonld
give 0t to thids giel IF b ooild leas
eiw, what it would b to share It
with her!

“Ask nnsthing you will

welh il

leesd bt bis heart

B kil ne

noran wpeaks fnon dreim

“Then el e why  you  kept the
| rlug

CPecaide the only woman [ eve

cared  to make my friond took It from
ber finger and gave It 1o me ™

“Now the emperor s pleased to piy
compllments ™

“Yon know 1 A sincers

“Huat you'd seen me only for an honr

'm afrald 1

“For one hour?  That's true,  And
how long sgo s that one hour? A
woek or s, | supposs, as titie counts |
But then came  yestenday and the
thing you i1 for e Now l've
kpown you alwyys"

CIf you had, perhaps you wuuldu‘l|
want me for sour friend ™

I do want yon "

The words would come

|
It wan "‘"‘.
already

He did want her, bhut not an|
s friend. His world -a world without
women, without passion Hery enough |
to devour principles or traditions - wus |
amide down |

It was well that the ten minutes’
grace botwesth dances was over and |
the music for the next abouat to begin
A young ofticer, Count von Breltstelin's
balf brother, who was (o be  Miss
Mewhray's partuer, appenred In the
distance lnoking for her, hut stopped
pealng that she was wtil' with the om
peror

“Goodby ™ sald Vieginie whlle her
words could still be oply for the ears
of Leopaold

“Not goodby., We're friends™

“Yes. But we shian't test often,™

W 'Ij" Are you leav g I\r-tnlllll‘x“ v

“Ferhaps-soon. | dou't know®

“I must ses vou again ' will see
you once more, whatever coines”

“Ouece more, perbaps lupe w»o
but”—

“Aftar that'—

“Who kuows "
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“Wons It plensand, or*

“1owis wondering what she conhl
hinve wald to mnke Wi ook so haggss
Perhinge"

Whnt nnswer did you glve Barooaess
vou Lywdal ™

=1 toded hier 1
mind 1 1ol hier

thanght winildn

we wanld go
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| - levtisl Egon's whiole futiomne e inled

s bits bt brother s o B Biiipt
ed o the broness In asking lepve Lo

A i

denert her pleasant party for o few
honrs Booof cotrse slie sent the chian
vellor her regrets, with the bharon »
and Keon went off chinrged with a
Fricnlly inessngy From The vimperor as
woll

When the captnin of cavaley hnd st
out from Lyndallwrg to Sehloss et
LG the shortest WAV  Rmoross
Inke dn o smnrt Hitle  motor  bont
proqulsitg o be bk In Hpe for Qo
net copeert, the hnrotess speot
Al her energy o getting up
provuptn rhdlog party, which
glve Leopald the chanes of  atpother
tete u tete with Mins Mowhray

sy fhw

Wil m
A

won it

Alrenilly many such chanoes lind Deen
arrangsl, so cleverly as oot to exclte
iy, om0 the Nirtation, destioed

by the hostess to dingust Leopold winy
his chanecellor's matelenonin!
Al oot adyanee by lompes wnd Tsoniridl«
It was certalnly not the fault of Baro
osn von Lytidal

YEgon hins besn tolld to nse hla evis
oA ears for all they're worth at Lyp
Anlbery. and now he's ealled opon 10
band In bils Nrst report,” she snbd 1o
herself when the vounger Von Hiren
ateln wus off on Ws mission acrows 1

v janctn

take
Mar for wuce, At least, the *“vhan
cellor’s Jacku!” wis wrotuged by un

Just musprlelon, e nerived at Bohioss
Breitstelty lenormut of his bhrother's o
Hye in for him
phrowdly suspectind It to be something
gquite differant from the one allojged
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The chancollor was In his studs
deop  windowed tower  room.  wiih
walls ook lined nearly e the cross

beamed  enlling He sal reading

budget of letters when Egon was an
and if he were really 11 I
did wot letray bis sufferiog. The



